Friends of Pataka Museum of Arts and Culture.            Constitution and Rules.

(Incorporating Rule Changes adopted at AGM dated 17 July 2017)
(Incorporating Rule Changes adopted at AGM dated 20 April 2022)
1. NAME

The Name of the Society is “Friends of Pataka Incorporated”, hereinafter called “Friends”. 

2. AIMS

The charitable aims of the society are to stimulate and sustain interest in Pataka Museum of Arts and Culture, and to extend its influence throughout the community, being activities which shall take place wholly or principally within New Zealand.

3. MEMBERSHIP

There are four categories of financial membership of Friends, all will be required to meet the requirements listed in Rules 4, 5.

3.1 Individual: One person named on the membership application form, one vote per Individual membership.

3.2 Dual: 2 Adults residing at the same address. Both persons named on the membership application form, one vote each.

3.3 Family: 2 adults and 2 children under 18 years of age residing at the same address. All persons named on the membership application form, two votes per Family membership.

3.4 
3.5 Membership will be acknowledged by the issue of a membership card on acceptance  of  membership and receipt of the prescribed annual subscription.

4. MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION

There shall be an annual subscription with different rates for the categories of Individual, Dual, Family. Subscriptions shall be due and payable on 31 December each year. Member benefits, i.e. discount at the Toi Store or Friends events requiring paid-up membership will cease after the subscription due date of 31 December. Members will have up to three months to pay their subscription.  The rates of subscriptions shall be determined by a majority at each Annual General Meeting.  Honorary and Life Members shall be exempt from payment of membership subscriptions.

5. HONORARY MEMBERSHIP    

An Honorary Member is any person who, not being an Ordinary Member, has made an outstanding contribution to the objectives or activities of the Friends and who, having been nominated for Honorary Membership by two members, is elected by a majority of votes at an Annual General Meeting.

6. LIFE MEMBERSHIP

This is the highest accolade that Friends of Pataka can bestow on any of its members. A Life Member is a Member who, having been nominated for Life Membership by two other members, is elected by a resolution passed with a majority of not less than two thirds of the votes at an Annual General Meeting.

7. REGISTER OF MEMBERS

Friends will keep a register of all current members including each member’s name and postal and/or email address.

8. TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP

8.1 Any member who has failed to pay any subscription set, three months after it is due following a written request for payment, will cease to be a member.

8.2 If, in the view of not less than two-thirds majority of the Committee, a member’s actions have brought Friends into disrepute, the Committee may withdraw that member’s membership.

9. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

9.1 The Annual General Meeting of Friends will be held within the period 1 January to 30 April each year.

9.2 The Annual General Meeting shall be held at a time and place determined by the committee. 

9.3 Notification of the Annual General Meeting to be  emailed to members and published on the website not less than 21  days before theAGM.

9.4 The business of the Annual General Meeting will include:

(a) The Annual Report

(b) The Financial Accounts

(c) The election of the management Committee comprising Officers and committee

(d) The appointment of a reviewer to review an auditor to audit the financial accounts

(e) The consideration of any other business

9.5 The quorum for the Annual General Meeting shall be 12 members.

10. SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS

10.1 A Special General Meeting may be called by the Committee or by any three members thereof or by the President or Secretary or upon the requisition of five members of Friends stating the reasons for wanting a Special General Meeting. 

10.2 The Secretary will give notice of a Special General Meeting no later than seven days after receiving the request.

10.3 The quorum for any Special General Meeting shall be 12 members.

11. MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

11.1 The Officers and committee of Friends will be elected at the Annual General Meeting and shall hold office until the next Annual General Meeting unless they resign or are removed from office by a Special General Meeting called for that purpose.

11.2 The Offices of friends shall be:

(f) President

(g) Vice President

(h) Secretary

(i) Treasurer

11.3 The Committee which will also be elected at the Annual General Meeting shall comprise the officers and not be more than TEN or less than FOUR other members.                    

11.4 No member shall be accepted as a nominee for an Officer or Committee member, if they are not present at the Annual General Meeting, unless they have given to the Secretary of the Organisation, their written consent prior to the start of the meeting.

11.5 The General Manager of Pataka Museum of Arts and Culture or his/her authorized representative shall be an ex-officio member of the Committee.  

11.6 The Committee shall meet as often as necessitated by the business to be transacted but in any event not less than six times per year.

12. POWERS

12.1 The Committee  shall have  such powers as are necessary to further the charitable aims of the society and  may appoint Subcommittees with the necessary delegated powers to carry out those aims 

12.2 The Committee shall have the power to make appointments to fill any vacancies that may arise on the Committee.

13. VOTING

13.1 In the event that both President and Vice President are absent, the meeting shall elect a Chairman from those present to chair the meeting.

13.2 The Chairperson shall have a deliberative and a casting vote at all meetings of Friends and of the Committees.                          

13.3 Voting at all meetings shall be by show of hands unless directed otherwise by the Chairman or demanded by a majority of those present who are entitled to vote. 

13.4 Unless otherwise stated in these rules all decisions will be made by a simple majority

14. CONTROL OF FUNDS

14.1 All funds received by Friends will be paid into its bank account.

14.2 All  payments drawn on the Friends account will by signed or electronically authorized by the Treasurer and one of two other persons appointed by the Committee.

14.3 All the assets and funds of Friends shall be under the control of the Committee  which shall have full power to invest monies and make and vary investments.

14.4 All of the assets and funds of Friends may only used for charitable purposes.

14.5 The committee may make donations as it thinks fit to any organisation or scholarship.

14.6 The accounts of Friends shall be reviewedaudited each year.

15. ALTERATION OF RULES

15.1 The rules of Friends may be altered at any Annual General or Special General Meeting provided that provided that 21  days notice of such alteration to the rules has been given.  Such notices shall be given to the Secretary in writing and duly advertisedon the website.

15.2 No addition to or alteration of the rules shall be approved if it affects the charitable aims, the personal benefit clause or the dissolution clause.

15.3 No addition to or alteration of the rules shall be approved without the Inland Revenue’s approval.

16. Arbitration

Should any dispute arise between the members of Friends over the interpretation or operation of these rules such dispute will be referred to a referee of the Porirua District Court Disputes Tribunal. The referee’s decision on such dispute shall be final and binding on all members.  

17. Personal Benefit

17.1  All income, benefit or advantage shall be applied to the charitable aims of Friends

17.2  No member shall be entitled to any beneficial interest in the assets and funds of Friends.

17.3 The Committee may authorize reimbursement of expenses incurred by any person in carrying out any pre-authorized duties on behalf of Friends. Any such payment shall be reasonable and relative to that which would be paid in an arms length transaction (being the open market value)

17.4 No member or person associated with a member shall participate in or materially influence any decision made by Friends in respect to any payment to or on behalf of that member or associated person of any income, benefit or advantage whatsoever.

17.5 The provisions and effect of this clause shall not be removed from these rules and shall be included and implied into any document replacing these rules.

18. COMMON SEAL 
18.1 The Common Seal of Friends will be kept in the custody of the Secretary

18.2 The Common Seal shall be used only under and by virtue of a resolution or minute of the Committee and any deed or document requiring execution by Friends shall be executed by affixing the Common Seal thereto in the presence of two members of the Committee one of whom shall be the President or Secretary.

19. DISSOLUTION

If upon winding up or dissolution of Friends after the satisfaction of all debts and liabilities, all assets of Friends shall be transferred to the Porirua City Council or any approved charitable organisation to be used by the Pataka Museum of Arts and Culture or for other similar charitable purposes within New Zealand .
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