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Get creative for the
Friends of Pataka
Art Awards 2026

Get those creative juices flowing for the 2026
Friends Art Awards. Our biennial Art Awards is
open to artists living, working or studying in
Porirua. We welcome works in various media
such as ceramics, photography, painting,

sculpture, mixed media, etc.

The record 94 entries we received in 2024 was
wonderful, but proved challenging for Pataka's
space and resources to mount the quality exhibition
we want for our artists. So for 2026 we are limiting
the number of artworks exhibited to 60.

This will require a selection process before
acceptance of your artwork, which will be based

on digital images of your work. Your application fee
will not be refunded if your work is not selected.
This aligns with similar awards processes at other
regional galleries.

Online application for the Awards opens on 28 May.
Awards will be made at the launch on 21 August, with
the exhibition at Pataka running from Saturday 22
August to Sunday 18 October. More information will
be posted on our website over the next two months.

For inspiration check out the reports of the 2024
exhibition opening and all the past Awards winners
and their entries on our website.

00 EIRES - §5130 HES

2024 OPEN AWARD WINNER EMMA HERCUS & ‘LISTENING TO THE SEA'’

FRIENDS EVENT

AVISITTO THE NATIONAL LIBRARY'S
‘FUTURE PROOF: PAINTINGS IN PERPETUITY’
Friends are organising

a visit and talk to the
exhibition Future Proof:
Paintings in Perpetuity
on at Te Puna Foundation
Gallery, National Library,
Wellington.

This fascinating talk will
combine history, art
history, artworks, and
preservation to maintain the historical record for
research — and will appeal to both history lovers and
appreciators of historical artworks.

The Library has a collection of over 130,000 artworks
- this exhibition gathers a small handful, most on
display for the first time, which have been recently
conserved. From Charles Blomfield’s 1888 oil painting
of The White Terraces, to Toss Woollaston's 1987
portrait of Michael King, these provide a glimpse into
part of the history of Aotearoa New Zealand.

PATAKA EXHIBITIONS

Pataka's summer season ends on 8 March when two
shows in the Main Galleries will close but there is
still time to catch them:

+ ‘Tipurepure ‘Au Vaine', the Cook Islands tivaivai
exhibition — come and watch the video of women
speaking of the importance and cultural meaning


https://publicprogrammes-nationallibrary.cmail20.com/t/j-l-ydjhuhdy-djtulihljk-th/
https://publicprogrammes-nationallibrary.cmail20.com/t/j-l-ydjhuhdy-djtulihljk-th/
https://friendsofpataka.org.nz/art-awards-2024-2/
http://www.friendsofpataka.org.nz

of the art of tivaivai and their mission to retain and
pass the knowledge on to the next generations.

+ Fred Graham's show ‘Whakaata/Reflections’
demonstrates the development over 70 years of
world-renowned Maori artist and carver Graham’s
distinctive visual language, which intersects Maori
and European art traditions and combines wood,
stone and stainless steel.

The second of Fred Graham's shows will remain until

May: ‘Katohia He Wai Moou, Katohia He Wai Mooku’

is an in-depth look at his body of work made about

the Waikato River.

BOTTLE CREEK GALLERY

ConFluent | Porirua Community Arts
On until 12 April 2026

Porirua Community Arts invited visual artists and
poets to work together to create pairings of original
works in their respective disciplines. The results of
these collaborative partnerships are presented in
‘ConFluent’.

Porirua Community Arts is an incorporated

Society that was founded to provide a pathway

for arts organisations in the Porirua area, to access
support, promotion and funding through grants.

It is recognised by Poirirua City Council but not
financially supported by it, except to provide access
to Pataka for meetings and venues for exhibitions.
Other organisations and events that have benefited
from the Porirua Community Arts umbrella have
been the Writers Sculpture Walk on the harbour
front, Festival of the Elements, and the bi-annual
Porirua Arts Trail.

GALLERIES IN OUR REGION

THE DOWSE ART MUSEUM

‘SOFTY: Textiles from the Dowse Collection’
On until 15 March
SOFTY brings together artists from the Dowse's

textile collection who use fabric and fibre to unpick
ideas of masculinity, labour and identity.



https://Pātaka.org.nz/whats-on/exhibitions/fred-graham-katohia-he-wai-moou-katohia-he-wai-mooku
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100076765748765&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa23nBO_JW47s-RXX97NjWoA4ko2Klmzh7geGzyBByN8oVLyJSavQXDdTpTzuBoUYxkJLCYZL5JRPSoeGtn-pFfJOaj-63qFGlysRA9wwx75aiFTOXlJebYpfiTw-6IBLN7Q95YGC8VfZhH0TYWLPxbXFqqjPwxL2afss3WnM0O3MIQbiskNwwMEtSei1AfVW-6DI8OjI9RMH30a5J5tmR5&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://dowse.org.nz/exhibitions-and-events/exhibitions/2025/softy-textiles-from-the-dowse-collection

TOI STORE PROFILE

KAREN KENNEDY

-

Karen has been sculpting with clay B

for 30 years and is largely self-
taught. She has won numerous
art awards and accolades, and has

B ' ' ' - ' work in the Auckland Museum
DETAIL OF AREEZ KATKI, CARAFE PARADE, 2019. COLLECTION OF THE

DOWSE ART MUSEUM, PURCHASED 2020. collection. Karen has three large
Once used to belittle sensitivity, here the term ‘softy’ public sculptures exhibited in
has been reclaimed to celebrate the generosity Onehunga, as well as a large

and tenderness of these textile practices. Artists in Dragon Seat in Devonport.

this show connect to their family histories, creating
works that reflect on identity and remembrance,
and challenge hierarchies that devalue textile
practices.

NEW ZEALAND PORTRAIT GALLERY

Yuki Kihara: ‘Salome: An Angel of History’
On until 26 May 2026

Karen has added larger work to her
repertoire, using traditionally glazed
sculptural clay for large dogs, cats, boars
and birds. The bodies are press moulded
and the details are added as the clay firms.
These have been successful works but

her real love is with intricate figurines of
people, animals and birds; brightly painted
and every one an original.

Most of Karen’s intricate work is in white
earthenware or porcelain - painted, clear
glazed, and fired mid-range to 1175°. Due
to her extensive production, Kennedy has
worn out two electric kilns over the years.

; . _ Karen likes to be part of local t /
YUKI KIHARA, AFTER TSUNAMI GALU AFI, LALOMANU, 2013. group exhibitions and deals with {", '

COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND. .
over a dozen galleries around

Inspired by the 1886 photograph
“Samoan Half Caste”, Yuki Kihara uses
photography, video and sculpture-

the country. She says “| feel
lucky to be able to pursue my

like costumes to portray herself o J passion for so long and to have
as a fictitious Samoan woman : ~ 1 such a great lifestyle.”
resurrected from the 19th century. ' : ; She lives in the beautiful

gy ! RAT |
Set in New Zealand and Samoa, her art _ ' )\ upper Henderson Valley

re-frames dominant histories and gives with her husband and

voice to untold narratives that - i
df Joey the Bichon.

challenge cultural stereotypes and

Newsletter editor: Frances Austi

gender norms”. 5 I 3
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